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Epistle of Ignatius to the

Smyrnaeans

Longer And Shorter Versions

From the 38 volume work: Early Church Fathers
Ante-Nicene Fathersto A.D. 325, Vol. 1
Alexander Roberts and James Donadson, editors.

Ignatius, who is also called Theophorus, to the Church of God the Father, and of the beloved Jesus Chrigt,
which has through mercy obtained every kind of gift, which isfilled with faith and love, and is deficient in no
gift, most worthy of God, and adorned with holiness: the Church which isa Smyrna, in Asia, wishes
abundance of happiness, through the immaculate Spirit and word of God. Ignatius, who isaso cdled
Theophorus, to the Church of God the most high Father, and His beloved Son Jesus Chrigt, which has
through mercy obtained every kind of gift, which isfilled with faithand love, and is deficient in no gift, most
worthy of God, and adorned with holiness: the Church whichisa Smyrna, in Asa, wishes abundance of
happiness, through the immaculate Spirit and word of God.

Chapter 1

Thanks To God For Your Faith

| glorify God, even Jesus Christ, who has given you such wisdom. For | have observed that ye are perfected
in an immovegble faith, asif ye were nailed to the cross of our Lord Jesus Chrigt, both in the flesh and in the
spirit, and are established in love through the blood of Chrigt, being fully persuaded with respect to our Lord,
that He was truly of the seed of David according to the flesh, and the Son of God according to the will and
power of God; that He was truly born of avirgin, was baptized by John, in order that dl righteousness might
be fulfilled by Him; and was truly, under Pontius Pilate and Herod the tetrarch, nailed[to the cross] for usin
Hisflesh. Of thisfruit we are by His divingy-blessed passion, that He might set up a standard sfor al ages,
through His resurrection, to dl His holy and faithful[followerg], whether among Jews or Gentiles, in the one
body of His Church.

| glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who by Him has given you such wisdom. For | have
observed that ye are perfected in an immoveable faith, asif ye were nailed to the cross of our Lord Jesus
Chrig, both in the flesh and in the spirit, and are established in love through the blood of Chrigt, being fully
persuaded, in very truth, with respect to our Lord Jesus Chrigt, that He was the Son of God, "the first-born
of every creature,” God the Word, the only-begotten Son, and was of the seed of David according to the
flesh, by the Virgin Mary; was baptized by John, that dl righteousness might be fulfilled by Him; that He lived
alife of holiness without ain, and was truly, under Pontius Pilate and Herod the tetrarch, nailed[to the cross|
for usin Hisflesh. From whom we aso derive our being, from His divindy-blessed passion, that He might set
up a standard for the ages, through His resurrection, to dl His holy and faithful[followers], whether among
Jews or Gentiles, in the one body of His Church.
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Chapter 2

Christ's True Passion

Now, He suffered dl these things for our sakes, that we might be saved. And He suffered truly, even asdso
Hetruly raised up Himsdlf, not, as certain unbdievers maintain, that He only seemed to suffer, asthey
themsalves only seem to be[Chrigtians]. And asthey believe, so shdl it happen unto them, when they shall be
divested of their bodies, and be mere evil spirits.

Now, He suffered dl these things for us; and He suffered them redlly, and not in appearance only, even as
aso Hetruly rose again. But not, as some of the unbdievers, who are ashamed of the formation of man, and
the cross, and deeth itsdlf, affirm, that in gppearance only, and not in truth, He took a body of the Virgin, and
suffered only in appearance, forgetting, asthey do, Him who said, "The Word was made flesh;" and again,
"Degtroy thistemple, and in three days | will rase it up;" and once more, "If | be lifted up from the earth, 1 will
draw dl men unto Me." The Word therefore did dwdl in flesh, for "Wisdom built hersdf an house” The
Word raised up again His own temple on the third day, when it had been destroyed by the Jews fighting
againg Chrigt. The Word, when His flesh was lifted up, after the manner of the brazen serpent in the
wilderness, drew dl men to Himsdf for their eterna sdvation.

Chapter 3

Christ Was Possessed Of A Body After His Resurrection

For | know that after His resurrection also He was sill possessed of flesh, and | believe that He is so now.
When, for instance, He came to those who were with Peter, He said to them, "Lay hold, handle Me, and see
that | am not an incorpored spirit." And immediately they touched Him, and believed, being convinced both
by His flesh and spirit. For this cause aso they despised death, and were found its conquerors. And after his
resurrection He did eat and drink with them, as being possessed of flesh, dthough spiritualy He was united to
the Father.

And | know that He was possessed of abody not only in His being born and crucified, but | aso know that
He was 0 after His resurrection, and bdieve that He is so now. When, for instance, He came to those who
were with Peter, He said to them, "Lay hold, handle Me, and see that | am not an incorporeal spirit." "For a
gpirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see Me have." And He says to Thomas, "Reach hither thy finger into the
print of the nails, and reach hither thy hand, and thrut it into My sde" and immediately they believed that He
was Christ. Wherefore Thomas aso saysto Him, "My Lord, and my God." And on this account aso did they
despise degth, for it were too little to say, indignities and stripes. Nor was this dl; but also after He had
shown Himself to them, that He had risen indeed, and not in appearance only, He both ate and drank with
them during forty entire days. And thus was He, with the flesh, recaived up in their sght unto Him that sent
Him, being with that same flesh to come again, accompanied by glory and power. For, say thelholy] oracles,
"This same Jesus, who is taken up from you into heaven, shdl so come, in like manner asye have seen Him
go unto heaven." But if they say that He will come at the end of the world without a body, how shdl those
"see Him that pierced Him," and when they recognise Him, "mourn for themsdalves?" For incorporeal beings
have neither form nor figure, nor the agpect of an anima possessed of shape, because their natureisin itsalf
ample.
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Chapter 4

Beware Of These Heretics

[A] | give you these ingtructions, beloved, assured that ye aso hold the same opiniongas| do]. But | ...

[B] I give you these ingtructions, beloved, assured that ye aso hold the same opiniongas | do]. But | guard
you beforehand from these beasts in the shape of men, from ...

[A] ... guard you beforehand from those beasts in the shape of men, whom you must not only not receive,
but, if it be possble, not even meet with; only you must pray to God for them, if by any meansthey may be
brought to repentance, which, however, will be very difficult. Yet Jesus Christ, who is our true life, has the
power of[effecting] this. But if these things were done by our Lord only in gppearance, thenam | dso only in
gppearance bound. And why have | also surrendered mysdlf to deeth, to fire, to the sword, to the wild
beasts? But,[in fact,] he who is near to the sword is near to God; he that is among the wild beastsisin
company with God; provided only he be so m the name of Jesus Chrit. | undergo dl these thingsthat | may
suffer together with Him, He who became a perfect man inwardly strengthening me.

[B] ... whom you must not only turn away, but even flee from them. Only you must pray for them, if by any
means they may be brought to repentance. For if the Lord were in the body in appearance only, and were
crucified in gppearance only, then am | aso bound in gppearance only. And why have | dso surrendered
myself to desth, to fire, to the sword, to the wild beasts? But, [in fact,] | endure dl thingsfor Chrigt, not in
gppearance only, but in redity, that | may suffer together with Him, while He Himsdf inwardly srengthens
me; for of mysdf | have no such ahility.

Chapter 5

Their DangerousErrors

Some ignorantly deny Him, or rather have been denied by Him, being the advocates of death rather than of
the truth. These persons neither have the prophets persuaded, nor the law of Moses, nor the Gospel even to
this day, nor the sufferings we have individually endured. For they think aso the same thing regarding us. For
what does any one profit me, if he commends me, but blagphemes my Lord, not confessing that He
wadgtruly] possessed of a body? But he who does not acknowledge this, has in fact atogether denied Him,
being enveloped in degth. | have not, however, thought good to write the names of such persons, inasmuch as
they are unbdievers. Yesg, far be it from me to make any mention of them, until they repent and return to[a
true belief in] Chrigt's passon, which is our resurrection.

Some have ignorantly denied Him, and advocate falsehood rather than the truth. These persons neither have
the prophecies persuaded, nor the law of Moses, nor the Gospel even to this day, nor the sufferings we have
individually endured. For they think also the same thing regarding us. For what doesit profit, if any one
commends me, but blasphemes my Lord, not owning Him to be God incarnate? He that does not confess
this, hasin fact atogether denied Him, being enveloped in deeth. | have not, however, thought good to write
the names of such persons, inasmuch asthey are unbelievers, and far be it from me to make any mention of

them, until they repent.

30of 8 8/16/2006 5:47 PM



The Epistle of Ignatius to the Smyrnaeans http://www.pseudepi grapha.com/L ostBooks/ignati us2smyrnaeans.htm

Chapter 6

Unbelieversin The Blood Of Christ Shall Be Condemned

Let no man deceive himsdf. Both the things which are in heaven, and the glorious angels, and rulers, both
vishleand invisble, if they believe not in the blood of Chrigt, shdl, in ...

Let no man decaive himsdlf. Unless he believes that Chrigt Jesus has lived in the flesh, and shdl confess His
cross and passion, and the blood which He shed for the sdlvation of the world, he shall not obtain eternd life,
whether he be aking, or apriest, or aruler, or aprivate

... conseguence, incur condemnation. "He that is able to receiveit, let him recaeiveit.” Let not[high] place puff
any one up: for that which isworth dl isafath and love, to which nothing is to be preferred. But consder
those who are of a different opinion with respect to the grace of Christ which has come unto us, how
opposed they are to the will of God. They have no regard for love; no care for the widow, or the orphan, or
the oppressed; of the bond, or of the freg; of the hungry, or of the thirsty. person, a master or a servant, a
man or awoman. "Hethat isableto recaiveit, let him recalveit.” Let no man's place, or dignity, or riches,
puff him up; and let no man's low condition or poverty abase him. For the chief points are faith towards God,
hope towards Chrit, the enjoyment of those good things for which we look, and love towards God and our
neighbour. For, "Thou shal love the Lord thy God with dl thy heart, and thy neighbour as thysdf.” And the
Lord says, "Thisislife eternd, to know the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom He has sent.” And again,
"A new commandment give | unto you, that ye love one another. On these two commandments hang al the
law and the prophets.” Do ye, therefore, notice those who preach other doctrines, how they affirm that the
Father of Chrigt cannot be known, and how they exhibit enmity and decet in their dedlings with one another.
They have no regard for love; they despise the good things we expect hereafter; they regard present things as
if they were durable; they ridicule him that isin affliction; they laugh a him that isin bonds.

Chapter 7

Let Us Stand Aloof From Such Heretics

They abstain from the Eucharist and from prayer, because they confess not the Eucharist to be the flesh of
our Saviour Jesus Chrigt, which suffered for our sins, and which the Father, of His goodness, raised up again.
Thosg, therefore, who spesk againgt this gift of God, incur death in the midst of their dioutes. But it were
better for them to treet it with respect, thet they also might rise again. It isfitting, therefore, that ye should
keep aoof from such persons, and not to speek of them ether in private or in public, but to give heed to the
prophets, and above dl, to the Gospd, in which the passion[of Christ] has been revealed to us, and the
resurrection has been fully proved. But avoid dl divisons, as the beginning of evils. They are ashamed of the
cross, they mock at the passion; they make ajest of the resurrection. They are the offspring of that spirit who
isthe author of dl evil, who led Adam, by means of hiswife, to transgress the commandment, who dew Abel
by the hands of Cain, who fought against Job, who was the accuser of Joshua the son of Josedech, who
sought to "gft the faith" of the apostles, who stirred up the multitude of the Jews againg the Lord, who aso
now "worketh in the children of disobedience; from whom the Lord Jesus Christ will ddliver us, who prayed
that the faith of the gposties might not fail, not because He was not able of Himsdlf to preserveit, but because
He rgjoiced in the pre-eminence of the Father. It isfitting, therefore, that ye should keep aloof from such
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persons, and neither in private nor in public to talk with them; but to give heed to the law, and the prophets,
and to those who have preached to you the word of salvation. But flee from al abominable heresies, and
those that cause schiams, as the beginning of evils.

Chapter 8

L et Nothing Be Done Without The Bishop

Seethat ye dl follow the bishop, even as Jesus Christ does the Father, and the presbytery as ye would the
gpodtles; and reverence the deacons, as being the indtitution of God. Let no man do anything connected with
the Church without the bishop. Let that be deemed a proper Eucharist, which igadministered] ether ...

Seethat ye dl follow the bishop, even as Christ Jesus does the Father, and the presbytery as ye would the
gpodtles. Do ye aso reverence the deacons, as those that carry out[through their office] the appointment of
God. Let no man do anything connected with the Church without the bishop. Let that be deemed a proper
Eucharigt, which igadministered] ether by the bishop, or by one to whom he has entrusted it. Wherever the
bishop shal appear, there let the multitude of the people] adso be;

... by the bishop, or by one to whom he has entrusted it. Wherever the bishop shall appear, there let the
multitude]of the people] also be; even as, wherever Jesus Chrigt is, thereisthe Catholic Church. It is not
lawful without the bishop either to baptize or to celebrate alove-feast; but whatsoever he shdl approve of,
that is aso pleasing to God, so that everything that is done may be secure and valid. even as where Chrigt is,
there does dl the heavenly host stand by, waiting upon Him as the Chief Cgptain of the Lord's might, and the
Governor of every intelligent nature. It is not lawful without the bishop either to baptize, or to offer, or to
present sacrifice, or to celebrate alove-feast. But that which seems good to him, is aso well-pleasing to God,
that everything ye do may be secure and vdid.

Chapter 9

Honour The Bishop

Moreover, it isin accordance with reason that we should return to sobernesy of conduct], and, while yet we
have opportunity, exercise repentance towards God. It iswell to reverence both God and the bishop. He
who honours the bishop has been honoured by God; he who does anything without the knowledge of the
bishop, doeqin redlity] serve the devil. Let dl things, then, abound to you through grace, for ye are worthy.

Y e have refreshed me in dl things, and Jesus Christ[shall refresh] you. Y e have loved me when absent aswell
as when present. May God recompense you, for whose sake, while ye endure dl things, ye shdl attain unto
Him.

Moreover, it isin accordance with reason that we should return to sobernesy of conduct], and, while yet we
have opportunity, exercise repentance towards God. For "in Hades there is no one who can confess his sins.”
For "behold the man, and hiswork is before him." And[the Scripture saith], "My son, honour thou God and
the king." And say |, Honour thou God indeed, as the Author and Lord of dl things, but the bishop asthe
high-priest, who bears the image of God--of God. inasmuch asheisaruler, and of Chrigt, in his capacity of a
priest. After Him, we must dso honour the king. For there is no one superior to God, or even like to Him,
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among dl the beings that exist. Nor is there any one in the Church greater than the bishop, who minisersasa
priest to God for the savation of the whole world. Nor, again, isthere any one among rulers to be compared
with the king, who secures peace and good order to those over whom he rules. He who honours the bishop
shdl be honoured by God, even as he that dishonours him shall be punished by God. For if he that rises up
agang kingsisjustly held worthy of punishment, inasmuch as he dissolves public order, of how much sorer
punishment, suppose ye, shdl he be thought worthy, who presumes to do anything without the bishop, thus
both destroying the] Church's] unity, and throwing its order into confuson? For the priesthood is the very
highest point of al good things among men, againgt which whosoever is mad enough to drive, dishonours not
man, but God, and Christ Jesus, the First-born, and the only High Priest, by nature, of the Father. Let dll
things therefore be done by you with good order in Christ. Let the laity be subject to the deacons; the
deaconsto the presbyters; the presbyters to the bishop; the bishop to Chrigt, even as He isto the Father. As
ye, brethren, have refreshed me, so will Jesus Chrigt refresh you. Y e have loved me when absent, aswell as
when present. God will recompense you, for whose sake ye have shown such kindness towards His prisoner.
For even if | am not worthy of it, yet your zed[to help me] is an admirable thing. For "he who honours a
prophet in the name of a prophet, shall receive a prophet's reward.” It is manifest also, that he who honours a
prisoner of Jesus Christ shdl receive the reward of the martyrs.

Chapter 10

Acknowledgment Of Their Kindness

Y e have done well in receiving Philo and Rheus Agathopus as servants of Christ our God, who have followed
me for the sake of God, and who give thanks to the Lord in your behaf, because ye have in every way
refreshed them. None of these things shdl be lost to you. May my spirit be for you, and my bonds, which ye
have not despised or been ashamed of; nor shal Jesus Chrit, our perfect hope, be ashamed of you.

Y e have done well in receiving Philo, and Gaius, and Agathopus, who, being the servants of Chrigt, have
followed me for the sake of God, and who greatly blessthe Lord in your behdf, because ye have in every
way refreshed them. None of those things which ye have done to them shal be passed by without being
reckoned unto you. "The Lord grant” to you "that ye may find mercy of the Lord in that day!" May my pirit
be for you, and my bonds, which ye have not despised or been ashamed of. Wherefore, neither shall Jesus
Chrigt, our perfect hope, be ashamed of you.

Chapter 11

Request To Them To Send A Messenger To Antioch

Your prayer has reached to the Church which isat Antioch in Syria. Coming from that place bound with
chains, most acceptable to God, | sdute dl; | who am not worthy to be styled from thence, inasmuch as| am
the least of them. Neverthdess, according to the will of God, | have been thought worthy[of this honour], not
that | have any sense [of having deserved it], but by the grace of God, which | wish may be perfectly given to
me, that through your prayers| may attain to God. In order, therefore, that your work may be complete both
on earth and in heaven, it isfitting that, for the honour of God, your Church should eect some worthy
delegate; so that he, journeying into Syria, may congratulate them that they arelnow] a peace, and are
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restored to their proper greatness, and that their proper congtitution has been re-established among them. It
seems then to me a becoming thing, that you should send some one of your number with an epistle, so that, in
company with them, he may rgoice over the tranquility which, according to the will of God, they have
obtained, and because that, through your prayers, they have now reached the harbour. As persons who are
perfect, ye should dso am at(10) those things which are perfect. For when ye are desirousto do well, God is
aso ready to asss you.

Y our prayers have reached to the Church of Antioch, and it is at peace. Coming from that place bound, |
sdute dl; | who am not worthy to be styled from thence, inasmuch as| am the least of them. Nevertheless,
according to the will of God, | have been thought worthy|[of this honour], not that | have any senseqof having
deserved it], but by the grace of God, which | wish may be perfectly given to me, that through your prayers|
may attain to God. In order, therefore, that your work may be complete both on earth and in heaven, it is
fitting that, for the honour of God, your Church should eect some worthy delegate; so that he, journeying into
Syria, may congratul ate them that they arelnow] at peace, and are restored to their proper greatness, and
that their proper congtitution has been re-established among them. What appears to me proper to be doneis
this, that you should send some one of your number with an epigtle, so that, in company with them, he may
rejoice over the tranquillity which, according to the will of God, they have obtained, and because that,
through your prayers, | have secured Christ as a safe harbour. As persons who are perfect, ye should dso
am at those things which are perfect. For when ye are desirous to do well, God is aso ready to assist you.

Chapter 12

Salutations

The love of the brethren at Troas sdutes you; whence adso | write to The love of your brethren at Troas
sdutes you; whence aso | write to you by Burgus, whom ye sent with you by Burrhus, whom ye sent with
me, together with the Ephesians, your brethren, and who hasin al things refreshed me. And | would thet all
may imitate him, as being a pattern of aminister of God. Grace will reward him in dl things. | sdlute your most
worthy bishop, and your very venerable presbytery, and your deacons, my fellow-servants, and dl of you
individudly, aswell as generdly, in the name of Jesus Chrigt, and in Hisflesh and blood, in His passion and
resurrection, both corporea and spiritual, in union with God and you. Grace, mercy, peace, and patience, be
with you for evermore! me, together with the Ephesians, your brethren, and who hasin al things refreshed
me. And | would that al may imitate him, as being a paitern of aminister of God. The grace of the Lord will
reward himin dl things. | sdute your most worthy bishop Polycarp, and your venerable presbytery, and your
Chrigt-bearing deacons, my fdlow-servants, and dl of you individudly, as well as generdly, in the name of
Chrigt Jesus, and in His flesh and blood, in His passion and resurrection, both corporedl and spiritud, in union
with God and you. Grace, mercy, peace, and patience, be with you in Christ for evermore! sdute the families
of my bretheren, with their wives and children, and the virgins who are called widows. Be ye strong, | pray, in
the power of the Holy Ghost. Philo, who is with me, greets you. | salute the house of Tavias, and pray that it
may be confirmed in faith and love, both corporeal and spiritud. | sdlute Alce, my well-beloved, and the
incomparable Daphnus, and Eutecnus, and dl by name. Fare ye well in the grace of God.

Conclusion

| sdlute the families of my brethren, with their wives and children, and those thet are ever virgins, and the
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widows. Beye gtrong, | pray, in the power of the Holy Ghost. Philo, my fdlow-servant, who iswith me,
greets you. | salute the house of Tavias, and pray that it may be confirmed in faith and love, both corporedl
and spiritud. | salute Alce; my well-beloved, and the incomparable Daphnus, and Eutecnus, and al by name.

Fare ye well in the grace of God, and of our Lord Jesus Chrigt, being filled with the Holy Spirit, and divine
and sacred wisdom.
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